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Year 10 Wider Reading List 

The following books have been recommended by our Year 10 and 11 
students.  All the texts are available in the Learning Resource Centre on 
the Communications floor.  We hope you enjoy them as much as we did! 

• The Surface Breaks by Louise O’Neill 
• Second Best Friend by Non Pratt 
• On a Scale of One to Ten by Ceylan Scott 
• The Survival Game by Nicky Singer 
• Genuine Fraud by E.Lockhart 
• The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams 
• The Edge of Everything by Jeff Giles 
• The Lost Witch by Melvin Burgess 
• Stranger than Fanfiction by Chris Colfer 
• What the Birds See by Sonya Hartnett 
• Killer T by Robert Muchamore 
• Blood Family by Anne Fine 
• Becoming by Michelle Obama 
• Orphan Monster Spy by Matt Kileen 
• Never World Wake by Marisha Patel  
• The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 
• Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo 
• Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds 
• Things A Bright Girl Can Do – Sally Nichols 
• A Skinful of Shadows by Frances Hardinge 
• The Book Thief by Marcus Zusack 
• Bone Talk by Candy Goulay 
• A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness 
• Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro 
• American Gods by Neil Gaiman 
• 1984 by George Orwell 
• I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 
• To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
• Catch 22 by Joseph Heller 
• Saint Death by Marcus Sedgwick 
• The Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris 
• Noble Conflict by Malorie Blackman 
• The Bunker Diary by Kevin Brooks 
• My Side of the Diary by Sally Gardner 

 



 

Why is reading so important at Highfields? 

At Highfields we are passionate about promoting reading! 

Research shows that reading for pleasure has a significant impact on 
academic achievement, supporting students to widen their range of 
vocabulary and develop their ability to write with precision and 
creativity. 

However, it is also important to acknowledge the importance of the 
pleasure and imaginative aspects of reading. Through reading children 
are free to choose the worlds they visit, the characters they meet, the 
points of view they encounter and the visions they create. 

 

 

What’s on offer at Highfields? 

We have a variety of opportunities for readers 
to enjoy at Highfields: 

• Carnegie Reading groups  
• Author visits and trips 
• Wide range of brand new reading books in 

our LRC 
• Word of the Week! 
• Reading time during registration 
• Literacy Ambassadors scheme 
• Paired Reading 
• Reading based ‘starter activities’ 
• World Book Day! 
• International Poetry Day 
• Recommended reading lists for each year group 
• Reading Passports 
• The ‘H’ Magazine 
• Reading each term assemblies.  



Supporting your child with reading 

Research shows that parents play a key role in helping children to 
develop a love of reading. Try these tips to encourage your child to enjoy 
reading at home. 

• Let your child see you reading! 

• Let your child choose what to read, rather than choosing what you 
think they should read.  

• Encourage your child to read magazines, comics, newspapers and 
the internet as well as books.  

• Talk to your child about books or magazines you haven’t enjoyed, as 
well as things you love.  

• Make time to read together if you can.  

• Buy books as presents. Don’t forget TV tie-ins and books about 
interests such as computer games or bands. 

• Remember that your child is reading when they are looking at bus 
timetables, menus, instructions, TV guides and the internet. 

 

Further Support 

Do not hesitate to contact me for further support 
at kallen@hswv.co.uk.  You can also visit the 
following recommended websites for reading 
recommendations and guidance: 

• www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/               
• www.bookstrust.org.uk                           
• www.literacytrust.org.uk                                
• www.bookbuzz.org.uk 
• www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise. 
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